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Our aims

• We aim to foster a life-long love of reading and to enable all children to 
become confident and fluent readers. We hope that our pupils will take 
pleasure in reading and have a positive attitude towards it. 

• We know that the best way for us to achieve this is for us all to work 
together.



The benefits of reading
• Improved literary skills: Reading aloud to a child from a young age helps 

with language acquisition and stimulates the part of the brain that 
processes language.

• More extensive vocabulary: A child who has a book read to them everyday 
will be exposed to over 290,000 more words compared with a child who 
does not, by the time they start school.

• Greater concentration: Over time, children will be able to sit and focus on 
tasks for longer, improving their resilience. 

• Higher levels of: creativity and imagination, academic achievement, social 
skills and empathy.







The importance of picture books for 
EVERYONE!

• Picture books are brilliant for all ages in primary schools.

Top 25 Picture Books on the World Book Day website:

• https://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/100-stories-to-share/picture-books/



Variety of reading books

• Encourage your child to:

a) Read poetry, non-fiction and fiction texts.

b) Read books by new authors, rather than choosing another book by the 
same author again.

c) Explore picture books (with and without words) as well as those which are 
matched to their word reading ability level.

d) Follow their interests.



Aspects of reading comprehension



1. Vocabulary - find and explain the meaning of 
words in context

• What do the words ...... and …… suggest about the character, setting and 
mood? 

• Which word tells you that….? 

• Which keyword tells you about the character/setting/mood? 

• Find one word in the text which means…… 

• Find and highlight the word that is closest in meaning to……. 

• Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that…….



2. Infer - make and justify inferences using 
evidence from the text 

• Find and copy a group of words which show that… 

• How do these words make the reader feel? How does this paragraph suggest this? 

• How do the descriptions of …… show that they are …….. 

• How can you tell that…… 

• What impression of …… do you get from these paragraphs? 

• What voice might these characters use? 

• What was …. thinking when….. 

• Who is telling the story?



3. Predict – consider what might happen from 
the details given and implied

• From the cover what do you think this text is going to be about? 

• What is happening now? What happened before this? What will happen 
after? 

• What does this paragraph suggest will happen next? What makes you think 
this? 

• Do you think the choice of setting will influence how the plot develops? 

• Do you think… will happen? Yes, no or maybe? Explain your answer using 
evidence from the text.



4. Explain - meaning/ language/ themes/ information 
• Why is the text arranged in this way? 
• What structures has the author used? 
• What is the purpose of this text feature? 
• Is the use of ….. effective? 
• The mood of the character changes throughout the text. Find and copy the phrases which 

show this. 
• What is the author’s point of view? 
• What affect does ….. have on the audience? 
• How does the author engage the reader here? 
• Which words and phrases did ….. effectively? 
• Which section was the most interesting/exciting part? 
• How are these sections linked?



5. Retrieve - retrieve and record information and 
identify key details from fiction and non-fiction.

• How would you describe this story/text? What genre is it? How do you know? 

• How did…? 

• How often…? 

• Who had…? Who is…? Who did….? 

• What happened to…? 

• What does…. do? 

• How ….. is ……..? 

• What can you learn from …… from this section? 

• Give one example of…… 

• The story is told from whose perspective?



6. Sequence or summarise - summarise the 
main ideas from more than one paragraph 

• Can you number these events 1-5 in the order that they happened? 

• What happened after …….? 

• What was the first thing that happened in the story? 

• Can you summarise in a sentence the opening/middle/end of the story? 

• In what order do these chapter headings come in the story?



Ways to support your child if they are 
struggling with reading
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Useful websites

Books for Topics – Recommended books for each year group:

https://www.booksfortopics.com/yeargroups

National Literacy Trust – Recommended books for children aged 5 to 13+

https://literacytrust.org.uk/resources/recommended-books-children-aged-five-13/

Book Trust – Recommendations

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-recommendations/



Any questions?


